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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 

present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else 

in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus 

our Lord. – Romans 8:38-39 

     While talking with a friend here in the office recently about the many changes 

FamilyLife is about to enter into, I was struck by a question he casually presented to 

me. “With Dennis stepping back from the presidency at the end of the year and you 

being only a year behind him in age, have you thought about your succession plan as 

the Director of Supported Staff Services here at FamilyLife?” Because it didn’t catch 

me totally off guard my off the cuff response was that I don’t really see any 

retirement plan laid out in scripture, which is one I’ve heard others recite, but quite 

honestly never really had given much thought to it.  However, it was a fair question 

that deserved a well thought out response and I promised I would get back to him at 

some point in the near future.  And I will someday but for now my feelings about what 

comes next are best conveyed through a quote the Lord gave me recently. 

     “Today I am more passionate than ever, full of vision, full of faith, full of love, full of 

hope, full of purpose, full of zeal, and full of dreams, willing to pick up more batons 

and let go of others as I do the Lord’s work. May the same be true for you. May you 

know no greater thrill than running your race with your eyes fixed on Jesus. He is so 

worthy of our all.” Excerpt from Unstoppable: Running the Race You Were Born to 

Win by Christine Caine, copyright Zondervan, 2014 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

We live in a culture that permits everything, surrounded by 

people skimming the surface of life, trying to piece together meaning from ever-shifting truths 

and fleeting fads. But in a world, that stands for nothing, you can choose to stand for Something. 

With warmth and wisdom that only comes from weathering the storms of life, Dennis Rainey 

shares seven ways to not only build a strong foundation, but to choose to live the life of purpose 

and potential you were created for. When the winds of culture blow, you will be able to stand 

firm on the Truth. You will be able to choose a life that matters. A life that makes a difference in 

the here and now--a life that echoes into eternity.  We would love to send you a free gift of Dennis’ latest book if you would 

just respond to either Sharon at sspangler@familylife.com  or Sandy at the email address below. 

                                     Serving with FamilyLife & Cru 

Praises & Prayer Requests 

 Pray – for six couples that will be 
here this week to consider 
FamilyLife and full-time ministry in 
Little Rock.  Our desire is to 
provide a place where they can 
hear from God as they count the 
cost of serving as a missionary 
staff member with Cru assigned to 
FamilyLife. 

  

 Praise – that Sharon and I could 
spend five days in the Smokey 
Mountains last week with 
Mathew and Michelle and their 
families.  We had a great time 
building memories and seeing 
God’s beautiful creation up close.  

 

 Pray – for me as I travel to San 
Diego, Oct 26-30 where I will 
serve at the Weekend to 
Remember® sharing with those 
attending interested in possibly 
considering serving as 
missionaries with FamilyLife. 

 

 Pray – for Sharon as she travels to 
Guatemala Oct 19-25 on a mission 
trip with our church where she 
will help share the Jesus Film and 
also help with a construction 
project.  This is her first mission 
trip and she is really excited! 

In HIS Grip for the Family, 

Sandy & Sharon 
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